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Roger Garaudy, quoting Arthur Koestler,
vividly captured the absurdity of the
situation:
“This is a document in which one nation
solemnly promised to another nation the land
of a third nation. Moreover, at the time of this
promise, the nation receiving the pledge was
not even a nation yet—merely a religious
community—and the land in question
belonged to a fourth nation, namely the
Ottoman Empire.”

From the Balfour Declaration to the
present day, Israel has carried out a
process of ethnic cleansing, forced
displacement, massacres, and ultimately
acts of terrorism in the region—while the
world has stood by and watched. Not even
a formal condemnation or sanction was
issued. The United States and Western
powers, in particular, never withheld their
support. After October 7, noble and
conscientious people began to say “Enough”
to Israel’s acts of terror. Only the people of
the West, who still hold onto their
conscience, can stop this massacre, as
there is no hope left in the so-called Islamic
states.

“If oppression is on our side, then I am not one of us”.

In honor and respectful memory of the noble Rachel Corrie.



Focus

By 1876, a secret society established in
Beirut began rallying Christian
intellectuals against the Ottoman Empire.
Influenced by the French Revolution, the
rise of nationalist sentiment in the Arab
world gave this organization the vision of
creating unity among Arabs—regardless of
whether they were Muslim or Christian—
to ignite an Arab resistance. Their sole aim
was “the revival of the Arab spirit and the
establishment of Arab unity.”
The Ottoman Empire possessed a rich
demographic structure, encompassing
various ethnicities, religions, and cultures.
However, this diversity became one of the
most significant factors in its eventual
downfall, especially considering the
spread of nationalism and independence
movements that emerged in Europe and
spread worldwide.
In the years that followed, Arab uprisings
continued across the region. The agitators
behind these rebellions were undoubtedly
foreign powers, most notably Britain and
France, who had vested interests in the
area.

T h e  R o a d  t o  B a l f o u r

Although the Ottoman Empire secured
gains against Russia through the Treaty
of Paris signed after the Crimean War,
its economy began to deteriorate
further due to the loans it took from
France and Britain following the
agreement. Moreover, under the terms
of the Treaty of Paris, the Ottoman
Empire pledged to carry out a series of
reforms. These reforms, which also
included granting privileges to the
Christian population, led to growing
dissatisfaction across the Arab regions.
Uprisings broke out in Syria, and as a
result of these events, European
powers once again began interfering in
the internal affairs of the Ottoman
Empire.

At the turn of the century, numerous
uprisings and rebellions had erupted,
bringing the Ottoman Empire to a
point where it could no longer cope.
After the first spark ignited in Egypt,
the situation had reached an
irreversible stage. By the 19th century,
the Ottoman Empire was in a dire
position both economically and
militarily. In particular, following the
Crimean War, alongside independence
movements in Europe, the uprisings in
Syria and Jeddah in the East further
deepened its troubles.
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SYKES

They were bringing Palestine and
Jordan under their control.
Undoubtedly, following the First
World War, Britain and France would
do everything in their power to secure
this division of territories. Britain’s
interest in the Arab lands under
Ottoman rule began after its
occupation of India, which followed
the Seven Years’ War (1756–1763).

In 1916, the British
and French

governments secretly
agreed to divide the

territories of the
Middle East. The

agreement, signed by
Mark Sykes on behalf

of Britain and
Georges Picot on
behalf of France,

went down in history
as the Sykes–Picot
Agreement, named

after these two
diplomats.

SYKES
PICOT

Britain, which would go on to occupy
Egypt in 1882, continued its struggles
with other European powers seeking
influence in the region, particularly
after the opening of the Suez Canal. It
also maintained its role in leading
uprisings against the Ottoman Empire
in the Arab territories.
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The situation that Britain and France began shaping in the Middle East based on ethnic and
religious differences forced nations and faith groups—often historical adversaries—to coexist in
this region. The Balfour Declaration of 1917, which allocated land to Israel, holds a significant
place in history as it laid the groundwork for the Arab–Israeli conflict that would escalate
particularly after the Second World War.

Roger Garaudy, quoting Arthur Koestler, vividly captured the
absurdity of the situation:

"This is a document in which one nation solemnly promised to
another nation the land of a third nation. Moreover, at the time
of this promise, the nation receiving the pledge was not even a

nation yet—merely a religious community—and the land in
question belonged to a fourth nation, namely the Ottoman

Empire."

Arthur James Balfour, the British Foreign
Secretary, in a letter addressed to Zionist
leader Rothschild, pledged to establish “a
national home for the Jewish people” in the
land of Palestine. At that time, approval for this
plan was also sought from Sharif Hussein, who
was under British influence and harboring
ambitions of a caliphate.

After the Second World War, Jewish immigration to Palestine began:
By 1903, 30,000 Jews had arrived from Russia and Romania.

By 1914, a further 40,000, mostly from Russia, had immigrated.
By 1923, 35,000 Jews came from Russia, Poland, and Romania.

By 1931, an additional 90,000, mostly from Poland, arrived.
By 1938, 220,000 Jews had immigrated from Central Europe.
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Since the 1917 Balfour Declaration, the Palestinians have endured a continuous chain
of tragedies, which intensified during the presidency of Donald Trump.
In 2017, President Trump signed a document officially recognizing Jerusalem as the
capital of Israel. Two years later, he signed another document recognizing Israeli
sovereignty over the Golan Heights. Even after a century, nothing had changed in
the Middle East or among those claiming authority over the region. The signatures of
the U.S. President made the Palestinians relive the Balfour Declaration for a second
time.

The Balfour Declaration was a
statement issued during the First World
War (1914–1918) by British Foreign
Secretary Arthur James Balfour in a
letter addressed to Lionel Walter
Rothschild, one of the leaders of the
British Jewish community and the
international Zionist movement. The
declaration expressed the British
government’s support for the
establishment of “a national home for
the Jewish people” in Palestine. It was
subsequently endorsed by France, Italy,
and the United States in 1918.
At the time of its publication, the Jewish
population in Palestine was around
56,000, making up less than 10% of the
600,000 Arab population living there.
Ironically, the declaration also included
a statement that the rights of the non-
Jewish communities—who comprised
92% of the region’s population at the
time—would be protected. (11 April
2021)

The letter known in history as the “Balfour
Declaration” is regarded as one of the most
significant milestones leading to the
establishment of the State of Israel.
This 67-word declaration, which paved the
way for Jews to establish a state of Israel on
Palestinian land, marked the first step in the
gradual dispossession of Palestinians and the
occupation of their homeland.
The British promise to the Jews, which
opened the door for the creation of a state of
Israel on historic Palestinian territory, led to
the mass displacement of large segments of
the Palestinian population.
Coinciding with Britain’s full occupation of
historic Palestine during the First World
War, the initiatives based on this declaration
received support from France and Italy in
1918, and later from the United States and
Japan in 1919.
During its occupation of Palestine (1917–
1948), Britain worked to organize and attract
Jews from around the world to the region
and to support the establishment of the State
of Israel.
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In 1917, Arthur James Balfour, the British
Foreign Secretary, wrote a letter to Zionist
leader Rothschild, in which he pledged
support for the establishment of “a national
home for the Jewish people” in Palestine, as
previously mentioned. On April 24, 1920, at
the San Remo Conference, which included
decisions on the Middle East, the European
powers resolved to place the region under a
mandate system, settled the issue of
dividing the region’s oil resources, and
outlined the main framework of the Treaty
of Sèvres, which would partition the
Ottoman Empire. Furthermore, although it
contradicted the principle of self-
determination, the Balfour Declaration was
incorporated into the framework of the
Mandate for Palestine, effectively
formalizing the decision to establish a
Jewish state on Palestinian territory.

In 1947, the issue was referred to the
United Nations, which decided to
establish the UN Special Committee on
Palestine (UNSCOP). The committee
prepared a report and announced a
partition plan. By 1947, Britain had
begun withdrawing its military forces
from Palestine, while prior to this date,
the Jews had already started
preparations in the territories
promised to them under the partition
plan. In response to these efforts, the
Arabs began to resist. It would not be
incorrect to say that the Arab–Israeli
War of 1948–1949 effectively began
with these clashes in 1947.
The UN Partition Plan was met with
strong opposition from the Arab
states. In 1947, during a meeting in
Cairo, the foreign ministers of Saudi
Arabia, Iraq, Yemen, Jordan, Lebanon,
Syria, and Egypt decided to oppose
and fight against the plan.

Analysis1948 

On May 14, 1948, the State of Israel was
established. On May 15, Egypt, Syria, Lebanon,
and Jordan declared war on Israel.
 Israel, emerging victorious, occupied West
Jerusalem and expelled over 700,000
Palestinians from their homes.

“ A r a b – I s r a e l i  W a r s ”
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1967
The 1948–1949 Arab–Israeli War, often
referred to as Israel’s War of
Independence, was followed by the Suez
Crisis of 1956, which is widely seen as
Egypt’s struggle against Western powers.
In this conflict, Western nations
effectively acted as auxiliary forces for
Israel. Between this period and the 1967
Arab–Israeli War, numerous
developments took place both in the
Middle East and in Israel.
During this time, the Cuban Missile
Crisis brought the world to the brink of a
potential nuclear war, and tensions
between China and the Soviet Union
forced the USSR to adjust its policies
toward the West.
In 1952, a coup in Egypt brought Gamal
Abdel Nasser to power, who was seen as
a savior figure for the Arab people. In
1957, pro-Nasser factions and
Palestinian groups attempted a coup in
Jordan but failed. Later, Nasser united
Egypt with Syria in 1958 to establish the
United Arab Republic, but in 1961, Syria
announced its withdrawal from the
union.

Following the 1967 Arab–Israeli War,
Israel’s territorial gains made the situation
in the region even more intractable. In 1948,
Palestine had already been lost, but in the
1967 war, Israel occupied the territories of
several Arab states. What had once been a
conflict limited primarily to Palestine
escalated after this war into an
uncontrollable international crisis.
Before the Six-Day War, the objective had
been to drive Israel out of the region—or
even eliminate it entirely—but afterward,
the main goal became the recovery of the
lost territories. Despite demands from the
Soviet Union, India, and Arab states for
Israel to withdraw from the occupied lands,
these efforts proved unsuccessful.
Another major issue arising from the war
was the refugee crisis. By the aftermath of
the 1967 conflict, the total number of
Palestinian refugees had reached
approximately 1,300,000.
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1973

In the 1967 Arab–Israeli War, Israel
achieved significant gains. It captured Sinai
from Egypt, the Golan Heights from Syria,
and East Jerusalem from Jordan, expanding
its territory to four times its pre-war size. In
Egypt, Nasser’s reputation was severely
damaged, while in Syria, Hafez al-Assad, a
supporter of the Ba’ath Party, rose to power.
However, despite this defeat, the Arab states
did not change their stance on the
Palestinian cause. What shifted was their
priority: their primary goal was no longer
solely the Palestinian cause, but rather to
reclaim the lost territories. Egypt was
willing to make peace with Israel on the
condition that Israel withdrew from the
occupied territories and even made
attempts toward this. However, Israel’s
refusal to accept this proposal prevented
peace from being achieved.

In 1970, there was a change of leadership in
Egypt. After Nasser’s death due to a heart
attack, Anwar Sadat assumed power.
However, unlike Nasser, Sadat lacked
charisma and failed to serve as a unifying
figure for the Arab states. After eliminating
all pro-Soviet elements within Egypt, Sadat
pursued a policy of rapprochement with the
United States. One of the key architects of
this rapprochement, Henry Kissinger, made
significant efforts to maintain dialogue
between Egypt and Israel. However, due to
upcoming elections in Israel at the time,
these negotiations produced no tangible
results.

İnceleme

During this period, Turkey also participated in the Islamic Summit. Turkey stated that
it would support the resolutions of the summit only if they were approved and
ratified by the United Nations. The reason for this stance was the position of the
opposition CHP (Republican People’s Party) at the time, which argued that the secular
Republic of Turkey should not participate in an Islamic Summit. As a result, the Justice
Party government declared that, in anticipation of potential criticism, it would
approve decisions taken at the summit only in line with UN resolutions.
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The process that began with Balfour
continues to this day, despite the
existence of concepts such as
international law, universal values,
and human rights. Israel’s
expansionist policies persist, while
the UN merely watches Israel’s acts of
terror “with concern.”

Following the October 7 Hamas
attacks, Israel launched assaults
amounting to genocide, prompting
South Africa to file a case with the
International Criminal Court (ICC).
As a result, criminal rulings were
issued against Israel’s War Cabinet,
including Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu. However, a group of
U.S. Republican senators threatened
ICC Prosecutor Karim Khan with
“severe sanctions” if he proceeded
with international arrest warrants
against Netanyahu and other Israeli
officials. (AA)

According to a report citing two unnamed
Israeli officials, Netanyahu expressed his
concerns to President Biden regarding a
potential ICC arrest warrant. During the
meeting, Netanyahu reportedly asked
Biden for assistance in preventing the ICC
from issuing such a warrant.
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It takes its name from the Philistines, who
arrived in the region by sea during the
Migration Period in the 12th century.
Since prehistoric times, various tribes and
peoples have settled in this land through
migrations, and it has repeatedly been
subjected to invasions and conquests by
other dominant powers reacting to these
movements. Two key reasons for this are,
first, the region’s wealth and strategic
importance within the Arab world, and
second, its significant role in the birth and
development of the three major
Abrahamic religions as well as the sacred
sites it contains.

The history of the peoples living in
Palestine, as well as the political powers
that established dominance there through
invasions or occupations, stretches far back
into antiquity. The region is known to be
one of the earliest inhabited areas on Earth,
bearing traces of human culture and
civilization from prehistoric times.

After King Saul (Tālūt), the first king of
Israel, Prophet David (Dāwūd) ascended
the throne, conquered Jerusalem, built a

palace there, and made it the capital of his
kingdom, ruling from Jerusalem for thirty-

three years.
The next period in Palestinian history began
when Cyrus the Great, founder of the Persian
Empire, conquered Babylon in 539 BCE, seizing
all its territories. This marked the start of
approximately two centuries of Persian rule over
the region.

During the reign of the second
Caliph of Islam, following the Battle
of Yarmouk, in which the Byzantines
were defeated, Jerusalem was
conquered. Under Muawiya’s rule,
with the conquest of Ashkelon,
Palestine became entirely Islamic
territory.
Palestine came under Turkish
(Ottoman) rule during the reign of
Sultan Selim II, following the Battle of
Marj Dabiq. Palestine remained
under Ottoman control for nearly
400 years. However, starting with the
events of 1916, through the efforts
of global powers, waves of
migration, the establishment of the
State of Israel, and the Zionist
settlement expansion policies since
1948, Palestinian lands have been
reduced to a mere fraction of their
original size. Yet, the struggle of the
Palestinian people has persisted to
this day. Today, massacres and
displacement policies continue on
Palestinian soil.

Capital        : Jerusalem
Population  : 4.900.000
Languages   : Arabic, Hebrew, English
Religion   : Islam 75%, Jewish 17%, Christian and other
religions 8%
Area             : 5.800 km2 km2
Form of Government :Parliamentary Democracy

Palestine
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For nearly seventy-five years, the territory of Palestine
has witnessed systematic violations of United Nations
resolutions and international law, as Israel’s
expansionist policies in the region continue. Although
many countries have expressed opposition to this
situation, the responses—particularly from the United
States and Western colonial powers—have been
weak. In fact, Israel’s actions, which amount to
genocide and include the killing of Palestinian civilians
and ongoing occupation policies, continue to be
shielded and protected in the international arena.

Citing the attacks launched on October 7 by
Palestinian armed groups under the theme
of “Free Palestine”, Zionist Israel—despite
decades of forced displacement,
massacres, and torture amounting to
genocide—has continued to present itself
as a victim while relentlessly killing
Palestinians and driving them from their
land. Pro-Palestine demonstrations that
began in Western countries have persisted
to this day. The recent atrocities in Rafah,
where children, women, and innocent
civilians were massacred in front of the
world’s eyes through live broadcasts, have
shown that even conscientious states can
no longer turn a blind eye. As a result,
Spain, Norway, and Ireland have
announced their decision to officially
recognize the State of Palestine.
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Out of the 193 United Nations member states,
137 recognize Palestine as a state. On
November 15, 1988, during the First Intifada,
then-Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat declared
the independent State of Palestine, with
Jerusalem as its capital.

The Palestinian Declaration of
Independence

The Declaration of the Independent State
of Palestine

Out of the 193 United Nations member
states, 137 recognize Palestine as a state.
On November 15, 1988, during the First
Intifada, then-Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat declared the independent State of
Palestine, with Jerusalem as its capital.
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In his iconoclastic and controversial work,
Norman G. Finkelstein moves from a
critique of the place the Holocaust
occupies in global culture to a disturbing
examination of Holocaust reparations
agreements. He argues that the
Holocaust’s memory only began to
acquire its exceptional contemporary
significance after the 1967 Arab–Israeli
War, when Israel’s growing power aligned
it closely with U.S. foreign policy.
Recalling the fraudulent claims of
Holocaust impostors like Jerzy Kosinski
and Binjamin Wilkomirski, as well as the
demagogic narratives of authors such as
Daniel Goldhagen, Finkelstein asserts that
the real danger to the memory of Nazism’s
victims comes not from its deniers, but
from some of those who most
passionately claim to defend it. Drawing
on numerous unused sources, he exposes
the double pressure exerted on European
nations and legitimate Jewish claimants,
concluding that the “Holocaust industry”
has been transformed into a form of
straightforward extortion and blackmail.

Norman G. Finkelstein (December 8,
1953, New York, USA) is a political
scientist, author, activist, and
academic. He is best known for his
work on Zionism, the Israeli–
Palestinian conflict, and the
Holocaust. To date, he has authored
six books, which have been
translated into more than 50
languages.

On April 21, 2024, Holocaust scholar
and prominent pro-Palestinian
activist Norman Finkelstein visited
the Gaza solidarity encampment at
Columbia University. Finkelstein
expressed his support and
admiration for the student protesters,
urging them to focus on bringing the
widest possible audience into the
Palestinian solidarity movement and
emphasizing the vital importance of
free speech and academic freedom
for the Palestinian cause. His remarks
are republished here; the transcript
has been edited for length and clarity.

NORMAN G. FİNKELSTEİN

T h e  H o l o c a u s t  I n d u s t r y

book
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100 BALFOUR ROAD
Known in history as the Balfour
Declaration, this letter is regarded as
the most significant milestone in the
process leading to the establishment
of the State of Israel. The 67-word
Balfour Declaration, which paved the
way for the creation of a Jewish state
on Palestinian land, marked the first
step toward the gradual
dispossession and occupation of
Palestine following its publication.
This pledge, given by the British to
the Jewish people, ultimately led to
the displacement of large segments of
the Palestinian population from their
homeland.

Kısa Film

The short film “100 Balfour Road”, which depicts the historical
process of how the Palestinian people were driven from their
homes and how oppression was “normalized”, has been adapted to
the present day, drawing attention to this profound moral issue.

On November 2, 1917, former British Foreign Secretary Arthur James
Balfour sent a letter to Lord Jacob Rothschild, a leading figure of the

Zionist movement and a member of the prominent Rothschild family,
stating:

"His Majesty’s Government views with favour the establishment in
Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people, and will use their best

endeavours to facilitate the achievement of this object."
 With these words, Balfour explicitly conveyed Britain’s support for the

creation of Israel.
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	The history of the peoples living in Palestine, as well as the political powers that established dominance there through invasions or occupations, stretches far back into antiquity. The region is known to be one of the earliest inhabited areas on Earth, bearing traces of human culture and civilization from prehistoric times.
	After King Saul (Tālūt), the first king of Israel, Prophet David (Dāwūd) ascended the throne, conquered Jerusalem, built a palace there, and made it the capital of his kingdom, ruling from Jerusalem for thirty-three years.
	The next period in Palestinian history began when Cyrus the Great, founder of the Persian Empire, conquered Babylon in 539 BCE, seizing all its territories. This marked the start of approximately two centuries of Persian rule over the region.
	During the reign of the second Caliph of Islam, following the Battle of Yarmouk, in which the Byzantines were defeated, Jerusalem was conquered. Under Muawiya’s rule, with the conquest of Ashkelon, Palestine became entirely Islamic territory.
	Palestine came under Turkish (Ottoman) rule during the reign of Sultan Selim II, following the Battle of Marj Dabiq. Palestine remained under Ottoman control for nearly 400 years. However, starting with the events of 1916, through the efforts of global powers, waves of migration, the establishment of the State of Israel, and the Zionist settlement expansion policies since 1948, Palestinian lands have been reduced to a mere fraction of their original size. Yet, the struggle of the Palestinian people has persisted to this day. Today, massacres and displacement policies continue on Palestinian soil.
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	Norman G. Finkelstein (December 8, 1953, New York, USA) is a political scientist, author, activist, and academic. He is best known for his work on Zionism, the Israeli–Palestinian conflict, and the Holocaust. To date, he has authored six books, which have been translated into more than 50 languages.
	On April 21, 2024, Holocaust scholar and prominent pro-Palestinian activist Norman Finkelstein visited the Gaza solidarity encampment at Columbia University. Finkelstein expressed his support and admiration for the student protesters, urging them to focus on bringing the widest possible audience into the Palestinian solidarity movement and emphasizing the vital importance of free speech and academic freedom for the Palestinian cause. His remarks are republished here; the transcript has been edited for length and clarity.
	In his iconoclastic and controversial work, Norman G. Finkelstein moves from a critique of the place the Holocaust occupies in global culture to a disturbing examination of Holocaust reparations agreements. He argues that the Holocaust’s memory only began to acquire its exceptional contemporary significance after the 1967 Arab–Israeli War, when Israel’s growing power aligned it closely with U.S. foreign policy. Recalling the fraudulent claims of Holocaust impostors like Jerzy Kosinski and Binjamin Wilkomirski, as well as the demagogic narratives of authors such as Daniel Goldhagen, Finkelstein asserts that the real danger to the memory of Nazism’s victims comes not from its deniers, but from some of those who most passionately claim to defend it. Drawing on numerous unused sources, he exposes the double pressure exerted on European nations and legitimate Jewish claimants, concluding that the “Holocaust industry” has been transformed into a form of straightforward extortion and blackmail.
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